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Letter from the Principal, Hassan S. Robinson 

Dear Highland Park Families, 

Spring is here!  As we enter the tail end of the school year, students 

continue to grow and mature academically and socially. All of our aca-

demic assessments/scores have risen and improved tremendously, 

while our behavioral referrals are one of the lowest in the district! 

Some highlights that we have enjoyed the last two months include: the 

science fair, student/staff basketball game, and several classroom field 

trips. As we look ahead: 3rd and 4th grade will be administered the 

SBAC state test (end of April/beginning May), whole school trip to a 

Yardgoats day game, and our Variety show (PTA). I am asking parents 

to continue to monitor and support fact fluency, writing, and reading at 

home. Please feel free to contact us if there is anything  you would like 

to share or if there are any concerns.  Thank you for your support. GO 

HUSKIES!!! 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Robinson 

Together Everyone Achieves More 

March 2019 

Highland Highlights 
Highland Park Elementary School 

397 Porter St 

Manchester CT 06040 

Important Dates! 

 April 5th– Spirit Day– Jersey/Sports Day 

 April  9th– PTA Mtg  6:30-7:30pm 

 April  10th– Shoe Tying Olympics (Gr. 1 & 2) 

 April  12th– Happy Highland Hour  

 April  15th-19th-  Spring Vacation– No School 

 April 24th– Kindergarten Egg Hunt 

 April 26th– Spirit Day– Tie Dye Day 

 April 29th-30th– Kindergarten Orientation  9-3pm 
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Kindergarten  
 

 

 

 

First Grade 
First graders are working so hard!! Now that Spring is around the corner, we are excited to get out-

side more and enjoy the beautiful weather. In reading, we are working on our unit called “Meeting 

Characters and Learning Lessons”. Students have been learning how good readers can go on an adven-

ture when they read, study the characters, and learn lessons once they are finished. Some of the 

mini lessons in this unit: Readers use the storyline to predict, Readers learn about the main charac-

ter, and Readers change their voice when the feelings of the characters change. Our stamina contin-

ues to grow and improve each and every day.  In writing, we are working on our Realistic Fiction unit, 

writing stories that haven’t happened, but could in real life. Students are learning how to introduce 

their stories, add details about the characters and their actions, and also how to include dialogue. 

Their stories are creative and exciting! In math, we are working on place value. After introducing the 

concept of tens and ones, we are now comparing 2 digit numbers, and adding 1 more, 1 less, 10 more 

and 10 less. This unit lends itself to many fun games and activities which the students love! Please 

keep reading and practicing your math facts at home! 

Second Grade 
Second graders have been busy wrapping up units during the month of March.  They 

are finishing up their Math Unit of looking at 3 digit numbers using place value and exploring 

counting coins. We have started to learn different strategies for adding and subtracting 3 

digit numbers, with and without regrouping. You’ll have to ask them what their favorite strat-

egy has been so far and have them show it to you. In Reading, students spent time in Book 

Clubs reading books in a series and becoming experts in author’s craft and all about their 

characters. They held discussions sharing their opinions about their books. In the month of 

April, second graders will be exploring Fairytales, Folktales, and Tall Tales during our next 

unit.  In writing, students are exploring seeing the world through their “poet’s eyes”  The 

children are creating poems from their observations and interests. We will then go back to 

narrative writing with a focus on writing realistic fiction stories. 

Mrs. Blume, Mrs. Gillis, and Ms. Peterson 
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Kindergarten is ready for Springtime!  We enjoyed meeting with everyone for report card conferences and 

appreciate your support at home!  In reading, we are working on being Avid Readers.  First, we focused on 

reading non-fiction texts and now we are learning about poetry.  You can support your child at home by 

providing many non-fiction books to your child, as well as, learning old favorite nursery rhymes!  In math, 

we worked on understanding the parts of teen numbers (as a group of ten and some extras....ie:  18=10 

and 8.  We then moved into numbers and number patterns to 100.  Shortly, we will move into geometry 

and measurement units.  In writing, we are working on opinion writing during writing workshop.  Students 

are thinking and writing about problems they see in the classroom and at school (ie:  running in the 

halls).  Students also write about why the problem is important and how it should be fixed. Ask your child 

about it!  They are really embracing the unit. In April, we are looking forward to our Spring Sight Word Egg 

Hunt.  The date is Wed. April 24th at 10:00, behind the school, on the upper playground.  We hope to see 

you there! 



 

Third Grade 

Fourth Grade 

Fourth graders recently completed two units:  one in math and the other in reading. We 

are now on to multiplying fractions by whole numbers and we will soon be working with 

decimals. Our mathematicians have worked hard and have done well with this new and 

somewhat difficult content. Both Mr. Rizzo and Mrs. Tyler are excited to begin a new 

reading unit in historical fiction. Students will be reading fiction stories set in real times 

and real places. The events that students will be reading about will help them under-

stand the larger world and some of the main events in history that helped shape our 

world. Our writing unit will be wrapping up soon. Students have been writing their own 

informational books on topics related to the American Revolution, immigration and oth-

er topics of interest. We are working hard and keeping our focus. Fourth graders Rock!!!  

In room 001, we are very excited that spring is here.  Just like the flowers outside, we are 

blooming.  We have been doing a great job writing realistic fiction and have enjoyed cre-

ating characters and bringing them to life in exciting stories.  In math we have been learn-

ing about place value and will continue to work on strategies to add tens and ones and to 

subtract tens.  In reading we are working on comprehension, retelling key details and 

growing ideas about characters.  This month we have also focused on growing, welcoming 

each other each morning in our circle, and creating a warm classroom environment. 
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Third graders are working on writing adapted fairy tales and they are coming out fan-
tastic! In Math, we are learning all about fractions! Identifying fractions, finding 
equivalent fractions, and even comparing fractions. We need to know who gets to eat 
more pizza, 2/5 or 2/3?! Students have also been learning about characters in fiction 
stories and we are soon moving onto doing more research about non-fiction topics. 
We are very excited spring is here, and can’t wait to get out and get some fresh air! 
We have been working hard  and are looking forward to all the fun activities we have 
planned for the remainder of the year!  

LaQuerre’s 



 

 
A huge thank you to everyone who participated in our coin drive! As a school, 
we collected over one thousand dollars! 
 

Fourth grade families save the date! 
April 27th is Manchester’s Rebuilding Together Day. More information is com-
ing soon! 
 

Journey with Poppy is back! Pete Wlochowski (Poppy) from the Youth Service 
Bureau is working with a group of 3rd and 4th graders after school. The stu-
dents go on nature walks and document what they see. They will then design a field guide for 
the school. 
 

Lunch groups are taking the time to think deeper with, I “Mustache” You a Question. 
 

In recognition of Autism Awareness Day, Lunch Bunches are reading, My Brother Charlie, and 
learning how we are all alike and different. We are also discussing how to be a good friend to 
someone with autism. 
 

The Manchester Public Schools FRCs hold a playgroup at Northwest Park Recreation Center, 
448 Tolland Turnpike, on Friday mornings from 11:00am-12:00pm. This group is filled with fun, 
educational activities for your little one. Playgroup is free for children birth to five years old and 
their caregivers. Please call to register or for more information. 

 

Jill Morey, Family Resource Center Coordinator 

jmorey@mpspride.org  (860)647-3337 ext. 70258  

The Family Resource Centers support and uplift the school-family-community partnership by 

providing a broad base of educational and supportive programs. Our success in fulfilling our mission 

hinges on positive and healthy community and family relationships. In delivering our services, we 

work closely with schools, social service agencies, and our community partners.  

Check It Out! 

Highland Park Family Resource Center  
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Many HPS students have been busy using technology in addition to 

checking out books from the library.  The 3rd and 4th graders are 

taking what they learned for hour of code in December and applying it to manipulating Dash 

and Dot Robots. Grade 2 has been practicing their opinion writing by writing opinions about 

the Caldecott books they’ve been hearing during library time. Meanwhile, first graders have 

been listening to Caldecott books about pets. and kindergartners have been hearing books 

with a pet theme.      
 
 
 
 

Check out some Award books  

at the library! 

mailto:jmorey@mpspride.org


 

STEM 

 

Our HPS Science Fair with Invention Convention was a huge success! 
Congratulations to ALL of our young scientists who demonstrated what 
they learned with Inventions, Fair Test Experiments, or Models. Fourth 
grader, Maya McCue, was a winner at the District Science Fair held 
March 30th at MHS. 
Next up in STEM: Kindergarteners will explore Living and Non-Living 
things. First Graders will learn about structures and functions of animals 
while Second Graders will focus on plant investigations. Rocks and 
Minerals will be a Third Grade topic, and Fourth Graders will learn 
about processes that shape the earth. 
The big highlights overall will be Earth Day and the use of our updated 

outdoor classroom and gardens! 
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Music 

Art 
 The art room is chugging along getting lots of big projects finished up so we can start 
our school wide art installation in the front of the school inspired by Linda Kranz’s books 
“Only One You” and “You Be You”.  Her illustrations are based on rocks that she has 
painted to look like fish, with bright colors, and lots of patterns and lines. Kids are going 
to plan their design for their fish “rock” by tracing it on paper and then drawing several 
different versions with patterns before choosing the one they want to do with acrylic 
paint. Every fish will be unique but each grade level will use only three colors so they can 
spot their rock in our river of fish.  Please make sure your child has a smock, large t-shirt, 
or old button up shirt to protect their clothes stored in a large zip bag labeled with class-
room teacher.  I try very hard to teach neatness in art...but oopses do happen!                
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A busy time for the the 4th graders performing in the Townwide Concert on April 4, 2019. Students had their first 
full rehearsal on March 19th at Martin School. We will be travelling to MHS during the day for our final rehearsal on 
April 4th.  

Meanwhile:  

4th grade has been working on some new music for our concert on June 3rd. "Shake the Papaya Down" was easy to 
learn, but difficult to sing in three parts. We plan on inviting some first graders to perform with us during another 
selection.   We also have a lot of percussion parts to learn.  

3rd grade is finishing up reading in the third unit of study in Conversational Solfeg. We have more songs to write 
and perform.  

 
2nd grade is finishing up the first unit of Conversational Solfeg. We have students that are writing original composi-
tions and performing them for the class.  

1st graders are becoming great singers here at Highland Park School. Our pitch memory is improving and we sing in 
tune without accompaniment.  Our practice is paying off and we will be quite the chorus when we are in 4th grade.  

Kindergarten students continue to add to their repertoire of songs that they will be using in 2nd- 4th grades. We 
are finding our singing voices  and using them to sing more in tune with the class.  



 

 

Physical Education 
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  Basketball skills were the focus for the beginning of March.  Students in grades K-2 prac-

ticed dribbling and shooting with one hand.  Students in grades 3-4 also learned how to pass 

the ball and combined all of these skills into a basketball game.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We finished the month with climbing skills.  Students spent two PE classes trying to climb 

the ropes and traverse across the climbing wall.  Ms. Dignazio-Drost assisted me to teach 

students about recognizing individual strengths and weaknesses as well as goal-setting.  Ms. 

Dignazio-Drost demonstrates her strength (literally) as she is able to climb to the top while 

I demonstrate that climbing is one of my weaknesses..  I tell students that I accept this 

weakness because I do other skills well. If I really wanted to be successful and climb to the 

top, then I would work really hard to reach that goal by exercising everyday and eating nu-

tritious foods to fuel my muscles.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

Happy Spring! MELC has a few partners who are currently working with us. Co-
erver soccer is with us on Mondays from 4-5.  The Lutz will be with us next 
week from 4-5, as well. They will be working with a small group of students on 
art in nature, and we are working with Mrs. Morey from the Family Resource 
Center and Poppy from the Youth Service Bureau. They are also working on na-
ture activities with a small group of students on Wednesdays from 4-5.  
 Our students in grades K – 2 are absolutely loving our reading Power 
Hour every day. Students are allowed to choose a book and read it to their 
peers. Currently they are reading Dav Pilkey’s Dog Man.  
 Reminder - We have a family game time on Thursday April 11th from 4:45 
– 5:45, we hope to see you there.  

MELC 



 

Student/Staff Basketball Game 
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Pi Day 

9 

2nd Grade Field Trip– Children’s Museum 
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Husky Corner 



 

 

PTA Meeting: Our next PTA meeting will focus on families connecting 
using media platforms. There will be dinner provided, prizes awarded, 
and breakout sessions to review good media citizenship.   
 
Butterbraid Fundraiser: Thanks to all the families who supported PTA 
programs by purchasing and selling butterbraids and cookie dough. 
Pick up for your orders is April 24th at 3:25 p.m. Orders are frozen and 
prompt pick up is important to insure quality of the products. Thanks.  
 
Teacher Appreciation Week is coming the first full week of May. The 
PTA celebrates our teachers by having a luncheon on Tuesday, May 
7th and a breakfast Thursday, May 9th. If you would like to be a part of 
the celebration, by preparing a dish of your choice for a special teach-
er, please let me know. We are looking for breakfast foods, appetizers, 
hot dishes, salads, and desserts. To volunteer you can go to https://
www.PerfectPotluck.com/OJSV8346 for the luncheon and https://
www.PerfectPotluck.com/OOFR6347 for the breakfast or you can con-
tact Meghan McDowell-Vyse, at mmv36@cox.net.  
 
HPS Run Club: Running  Club will start again this Thursday, April 4, 
2019. Remember, all kindergarten students need to have a parent pre-
sent.  Pick up is at 4:30 pm. This year’s Fun Run will be held in the 
spring, at the conclusion of the spring session of the Running Club.  
Please let a PTA Board member know if you would be willing to help 
with this event. THANK YOU to the parent volunteers who have helped, 
and a special thanks to HPS teacher Jamie Tyler for overseeing this 
club.  
HPS Variety show: The big event will be May 2, 2019 at Manchester 
High School. Please come and support our talented students.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Join “Highland Park Families” Facebook page. 
Email the HPS PTA at HighlandParkPTA397@gmail.com.  

EASY WAYS TO EARN MONEY FOR HPS! 
Box Tops: Clip the Box Tops you see on any products you purchase, and 
send them to school in an envelope marked “PTA-Box Tops.” The more 
we collect, the more money we earn for HPS! Last year we earned 
about $400 collecting box tops. It’s so easy and such a great way to 
help.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

1.     Join “Highland 
Park Families” Face-
book page 

2.    Check out the 
PTA section of the 
HPS website for 
event updates and 
forms. 
Email the HPS PTA 

at HighlandPark-
PTS397@gmail.com 

 

Upcoming Events: 

April 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS  
 
-April 9- PTA Meeting 
from 6:30-8 p.m. 
This month we will 
have a special 
presentation to talk 
about online behavior 
and good media citi-
zenship.  

-April 24– Pick up 
Butterbraid orders 
after school at 3:25 
pm 

Highland Park PTA NEWSLETTER  
April 2019 
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