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Principals’ Message  
Many thanks to all of our families for attending 
our first day celebration, the PTA Touch a Truck, 
and our Back to School BBQ & Ice Cream Social! 
Our students enjoyed their time with you, their 
teachers, and new friends.  We look forward to 
seeing all of you again at our Open House where 
I am sure your children will be beaming with 
pride as they show you their classrooms and all 
of the amazing work accomplished in such a 
short time.  

We are entering an eventful October, where 
students will be more deeply engaged into their 
units of study.  As students embark on new 
learning experiences, teachers will be providing 
unique learning opportunities and guiding 
students to develop their skills as readers, 
writers, and mathematicians.  

It is encouraging to see so many of you involved 
in our school sponsored activities.  We are all 
looking forward to working in partnership with 
you in the months ahead.  Thank you for your 
steadfast support of our students and school. 

     Sincerely, 
                  Mary Lou Ruggiero 
                      Max Echevarria 

 

Newsletters 
Enjoy reading about all the events 
happening in our school and across 
the district.   

Kindergarten Newsletter 1st Grade Newsletter 

2nd Grade Newsletter 3rd Grade Newsletter 

4th Grade Newsletter Bowers Power Writer 

STEM Spotlight District Newsletter 

 

October Calendar of Events 
  

 
1 

 C 
2 

 A 
Prof. Dev. Early 
dismissal/12:40 

3 
 B 

4 
 C  

School Spirit  

Day - Wear 

Bowers Blue! 

Picture Day! 
7 

  A 
Board of 

Education 
Meeting at 

Bowers 7pm 

8 
B 
 

 9 
  C 
Prof. Dev. Early 
dismissal/12:40 

10 
   A 

Open House 
6:00-7:30 

PTA Meeting 7:30 

11 
B 
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  No School 
Indigenous 

Peoples Day 

15 

  C 
 

       16 

  A 
 

  
 

17 

 B 
 

18 

 C 
PTA Fall Fest 
5:30 - 8:00 

21 

A  
 

22 

  B 

 

23 
  C 

24 
 A  

  

25 
  B 

EL Families 
Workshop 
9:15-10:30 

 
28 

 C 
29 

 A 
30 

 B 
Prof. Dev. Early 
dismissal/12:40 

31 
 C 

 
 

 
 

 
 

SAFETY AT BOWERS SCHOOL DURING ARRIVAL AND 

DISMISSAL TIMES 
● When dropping off students on Princeton Street in 

front of the school at arrival time, please do so 

quickly and move on.  If you want to see your child 

enter the school building, please park your car and 

walk your child to the entrance door. 

● Please do not drop students off before 8:55am. 

Prior to then, there are no supervising staff 

available.  

● All students and family members who cross Henry 

Street should do so at the corner with the crossing 

guard or at the cross walk by the entrance to the 

bus loop. 

Thanks for your cooperation! 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_DHZ6A7R3O7n1sAY72nRG5pDNIznZEet/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NvCCX8y1ykfUZc2E8mWizZjclsve3T0i0du2I52qh3g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Et-4RFosykDtiMvsnZ2mn49fSGlwhwDb0dT84Kz6eMQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xKjQel6rv_foXJSI3d5hvSm-hpgAreu4dv_jK1gbyP0/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J3lEL01ZtvinxVxzTx6l1FW80rvR5uqE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzt5fWc9aPVIRXdVMnFReE05Q1Q1V2N4WnA2VXNBREtoOFE0/view?usp=sharing
https://ct50000127.schoolwires.net/cms/lib/CT50000127/Centricity/domain/4/newsletters/mps%20this%20week/fall%202019/MPS%20Sept%2029.html


 

 

 

 

Unified Arts Update 

 
Physical Education Happenings: 

We are off to a great year in 

Physical Education. 

Kindergarten through 

Second grade have been 

working on basic locomotor 

movements such as 

galloping, skipping, jogging, 

jumping, and hopping.  

 

Third through Fifth graders did 

relay races to retrieve puzzle 

pieces and then worked together 

to put the puzzles together. 

Completed puzzles had to do 

with Physical Education rules. 

The group 

then completed the puzzle and 

shared with everyone what their 

rule meant. Students are also 

working on building aerobic 

endurance, upper body strength, 

core strength, and flexibility by 

beginning to learn about the 4 CT 

State Fitness tests.   ~Ms. Suitor 
 
Art: 

Hello Bowers families!  

Fostering creativity can help 

your child develop mentally, 

socially, and emotionally. 

Manipulating drawing instruments improves fine 

motor skills, and by counting pieces and colors, they 

learn the basics of math. When children experiment 

with materials, they dabble 

in science. Most importantly 

creating makes kids feel 

good, boosting 

self-confidence, which can 

extend far beyond the art 

room. ~Mr. Vernali 

Music: 

Hello parents and families! I look forward to meeting many 

of you at Open House. Here are some of the things your 

students learned and did in September in music: 

 

Kindergarten students have been learning to keep a steady 

beat and discover their singing voices, which we call their 

head voices. They have been learning what music class is 

like and how to make music by performing and by 

listening. Ask them to sing you their song about leaves 

falling down! 

 

First grade students are learning how to feel the beat on 

different parts of their body, by tapping, clapping, and 

walking. They are practicing body part awareness by 

dancing with just one body part, like their thumbs! They 

are beginning to learn more advanced echo songs, which 

gives them the opportunity to sing mini solos every class. 

 

Our second grade students began their unit on dynamics, 

which is the musical term for volume. Students are 

learning about forte (strong), piano (soft), and everything 

in between! They are also learning to sing in a canon. 

 

Third grade students are singing and decoding Do Re Mi! 

In September, they learned to play an ostinato (repeating 

pattern) on the xylophone to a song called “Zum Gali Gali” 

and have progressed to a new literacy unit. They are 

currently learning a clapping game called Tideo. 

 

Fourth graders have been reviewing singing and decoding 

Do Re Mi to prepare to read these notes on the musical 

staff. They learned a clapping game called Four White 

Horses (ask them to teach it to your family- you’ll need a 

group of 4 people). They also 

had their first chorus rehearsal 

at the end of September! 

 

I am so excited to continue 

making music with our students 

at Bowers! Please feel free to 

email me at apeck@mpspride.org with any questions. 

~Ms. Peck 

mailto:apeck@mpspride.org


 
 

 
Bowers Bulldog News 

First Day 
The first day of school was a resounding success. After our traditional meeting at the flagpole,  students met their 

new classmates and teachers.  As you can see from these pictures, students were engaged in 
their class circle activities learning about each other and establishing positive classroom 
communities.  We thank all of our families for coming and joining this memorable day.  
 
 
 

 
MPS Invention Convention & Science Fair 

 
The MPS Invention Convention & Science Fair 

registration has begun.  The registration window runs 

from September 16th to October 15th.  Here is the 

registration link for those who are interested in 

registering from home. 

Mrs. Becker and Mrs. 

Johnkoski will also 

have laptops available 

during open house. 

They will be available 

to answer any questions at this time as well.  

Governor’s Reading Challenge 
 

Bowers is celebrating all of the reading that our students 
did this summer! Together, as a school, we read a total 
of 2,378 books!! Students that participated in summer 
reading were presented with a special certificate from 
the Governor’s 2019 Summer Reading Challenge.  In 
addition to reading certificates, these students were 
able to have their names added to our summer reading 
bulletin board.  Way to go readers!    

 
The Power at Bowers 

As we do every year, we gather 
the entire Bowers family to 
celebrate all the wonderful 
things that makes Bowers such 
an amazing place to learn.  At 
our first school assembly, we 
sang our school song together. 
Bowser made a surprise appearance singing and dancing 
along 
with all 
of us. 
 
 

 PTA Touch a Truck  
On Friday, September 20th, 
the PTA held the Touch a 
Truck event that was well 
attended.  At this event we 
saw a variety of vehicles 
including fire trucks, SWAT 

vehicles, an ambulance, tow 
trucks, and police cruisers. 
Our families, and most 
especially the children were 
thrilled at having the 
opportunity to climb aboard 
and letting their imagination 
run wild.  

https://drive.google.com/a/mpspride.org/file/d/1jZ0L_TXWxq9xcctcfvrlHDJLPag-E44Z/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_JeQfewxB62vcexqX17My3TtK0-U8yYFOK1GGzjXmwh2ntg/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzt5fWc9aPVIX045dGlDQUQ3ODBuVHhNb3RYN1gyOG13RHNB/view?usp=sharing


 
 

Ice Cream Social  
 
On September 26th, we held our BBQ 
and Ice Cream Social.  Mr. Larry 
Deptula helped to coordinate this 
wonderfully successful evening.  Our 
families enjoyed hotdogs and 
hamburgers and In keeping with 
tradition, our staff served up Shady 

Glen ice cream for 
dessert!  It was such a joy seeing 
everyone reconnect with friends and 
meeting new ones.  The smile on our 
students’ faces made our night. 
Thank you all for coming! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

UCONN 
 
Bowers has always been and will continue to be a strong 
partner with UCONN.  Last year our UCONN interns, 
along with Mrs. Laura Becker and Mrs. Colman, led our 
efforts to tap into students’ interests.  The goal was to 
have students use the inquiry process to develop a topic, 
come up with a plan to research and then share some of 
the topics that they are most passionate about.  Our 
interns this year, Madeleine Gallo, Colin Miller, and 
Lauren Kumnik, will also be adding another layer into 
this work.  Check out their letter here to learn more 
about them and how they hope to connect their work to 
our equity work at Bowers. 
 

 
Tell Me Who You Are 

 In the September Bugle, we introduced Tell Me Who You Are time 

in our schedule.  During this time conversations have been centered 

around learning and celebrating the diverse cultural backgrounds 

and the unique lived experiences of our classroom communities. 

Students have been engaged in activities such as examining artifacts 

brought from home that allow students to share stories with each 

other.  They have also been celebrating Hispanic Heritage month 

and learning about contributions by so many of our Latino citizens. 

Students have been reading multicultural texts; some of these texts are even 

in different languages.  In many of our classrooms, students have brought 

picture frames of family members which are used to share their stories.  In 

having these opportunities, students have learned so much about each other 

at a deeper level than ever before, creating a shared community earlier in the 

year, and building positive student to student and student to adult 

relationships.  We are so proud of our students for their willingness to share 

and learn from each other.  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzt5fWc9aPVIRk41cDhfUEVkQldzUEtEZk9TdnhiNjBLTHdz/view?usp=sharing


 
 

Climate Corner 
 
As you know, Bowers has 
always been an innovative 
school where collaboration is 
valued.  As a result, we have 
implemented some unique 
programs including the Bowers 
Book Bonanza, Passion 
Projects, The Bowers Power Writer, and Mathtastic 
Week.  This year, we want to introduce everyone to our 

Restorative Zones and our 
Peace Paths which are now up 
and running throughout our 
school.  These zones 
demonstrate our continued 
commitment to providing a 
positive learning environment 
where children are at the 
center of everything we do.  

 
The purpose of the Restorative 
Zones and the Peace Path is to help 
students develop the skills to 
independently resolve peer 
conflicts.  Teachers provide lessons 
and guided practice on how to use 
the Peace Paths; and they are 

always 
available to 
help facilitate. 
Take a moment to check out both 
our K-1 Peace Paths, located in the 
K-1 classrooms, and our grade 
Grade 2-4 Peace Paths, located at 
strategic locations of our school, 
including in our lower playground.  

 

Family Resource Center (FRC) 
 
Hi! My name is Krista Tuohey 
and I am the Family Resource 
Coordinator here at Bowers. I 
am so excited for the FRC lunch 
groups to start this week! 
Kindergarten through 2nd grade 
students have the opportunity to 
participate in Lunch Bunch. 
When you register your child to 
attend Lunch Bunch, you (or 
another adult family member) 
get to come to the Family 
Resource Center to have lunch 
with your child and some of their classmates. We read a 
story and do a small craft or activity while the kids eat 
lunch. The 3rd and 4th graders have the opportunity to 
participate in Positive Youth Development lunch groups. 
They come to the FRC during their lunch times with their 
classmates and we talk about topics such as self esteem, 
friendships, and appropriate expression of emotions, 
just to name a few. 
Congratulations to the following students who have 
been selected to serve as 4th grade ambassadors this 
year at Bowers: 
 
Jackson AmEnde, Ahmad Anglin, Jacob Arteaga, Santana Brooks, 
Valeria Bryant, Jadalyis Crespo, Kirkpatrick Cunningham, Autumn 
Daub, Xavier Escobar, Charley Hester, Skyla Homar, Reagan Kerr, 
Ossiel Martinez, Darius McGhee, Jasmine Michaud, Jack Mitchell, 
Ben Moreno, Cole Orlowski, Zalia Pendola, Alani Ranson, Emma 
Shapard, Michael Sokola, Mira Stebe, Jack Stone, Amir Waterman, 
Keegan Williams, 

 
With the weather starting to change, the FRC is looking 
for donations of new or gently used kid's shoes, pants, 
and sweatshirts. Please contact me if you are able to 
donate any of these items. Thank you!  

 

Gold Awards 

Congratulations to the Gold Award winners for the month of September! Great job demonstrating our school wide 

expectations including being engaged learners and being safe and respectful in both our words and actions! 

Golden Book Awards -  Mrs. Evans and Miss Gunther                   Golden Recorder - Mrs. Cleary and Mrs. 
Garre 

Golden Volleyball Award - Mrs. Estrella and Mrs. Tryon               Golden Cylinder (K-2) - Mrs. Evans 

Golden Paintbrush - Mrs. Cleary and Mrs. Garre                           Golden Cylinder (3-4) -  Miss Valencia 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Oxx9fjJvLdGayc0G1y2DdUQL7vd-OlAL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mX_wbThLj6ZNB_ajVw4ik2u3y8yJKyp3/view?usp=sharing


 

 
 

 
FYI 

 

SAFETY and SECURITY at BOWERS 
● All visitors must enter through the main entrance on Princeton.  
● When picking your child up in the office, please note that ID is required. 
● Visitors, including family members, will only be able to eat lunch with children during our Family Resource 

Center Lunch Bunch Programs. 
● When buzzed into the office or MELC program, please do not let others enter with you. Kindly let them 

know that our security procedures dictate that each person wishing to enter must ring the doorbell and 
given entry by either office staff or MELC staff. Thanks for your cooperation! 

 

Returning Enrollment 
● Emails were sent out at the end of the summer re: student re-enrollment. If you haven't done so already, 

please be sure to complete the re-enrollment, making any necessary changes, so that we have current 
contact information.  Re-enrollment needs to be completed even if there are no changes.  If you have not 
received or have lost the email that was sent, please go to the MPS website, go to the registration link, scroll 
down to "Returning Student Verification" and then follow the instructions. If you do not have your child's 
Snapcode, please call Bowers School at 860-647-3313 

 

Start and End Times Regular Schedule Days 
Start: 9:10  End: 3:40 

Start and End Times Early Dismissal Days 
Start: 9:10  End: 12:40 

 
 

Transportation 
● Do you have questions about transportation?  Check out the District Transportation Handbook here. 

 
 

Lunch Time Teacher  
Substitutes Needed 

● Lunch Time Substitutes needed to monitor students during their lunch waves.  If interested, call the school 
office at 860-647-3313. Thanks! 

 
 

Early Pickups and Late Arrivals 
● When picking up your child early for an appointment or other event, please send a note to the main office. 
● On the note please indicate the time and purpose for pick-up.  We will then communicate this information 

to the teacher. 
● Prior to departing, please do not forget to sign your child out. 
● When students are being brought to school after the 9:10 start time, please be sure to bring your child to 

the main office and sign them in.  

https://registration.powerschool.com/family/gosnap.aspx?action=18134&culture=en
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18kIDVo0jZdu0Eovs5pzMRUg6OSTSUlxPfw1RjaXzcFk/edit?usp=sharing


 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SAFETY AT BOWERS SCHOOL 
During Arrival and Dismissal Times  

 

● Please see the map below which designates areas where student drop off is allowed. There is no parking or 
standing on Princeton Street in front of the school between Henry and Harvard. If you want to see your 
child enter the school building, please park your car and walk your child to the entrance door. 

● The first bell rings at 9:00 and this is when walkers/dropped-off students may enter the building. While we make 
every effort to have a staff member by the arrival doors by 8:50 am, this is not always possible. Please do not 
drop off students early. 

● All students and family members who cross Henry Street should do so at the corner with the crossing guard or at 
the cross walk by the entrance to the bus loop. 

 
Thanks for your cooperation! 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

The PTA Pipeline 

 

Bowers Families, 

Happy Fall!  It has been a busy start to the school year.  We hope you’ve been enjoying the 

season.  We had a great first meeting at which we voted to purchase a fountain with a water 

bottle refilling station for the school.  It should be installed soon! We also held our Touch a 

Truck event, which was a big success. Thank you to our volunteers for showing up to help us 

out and to everyone who came out in support of this event.  

 

Right now we have our  Lyman Pie sale going on- a portion of the proceeds  go to support PTA events.  Orders for pies 

are due in by October 11th. 

We also have our first Bowers Spirit Wear sale going on from now until October 14th.  Check out what we have 

available by using this link: 

 https://stores.inksoft.com/bowers2019/shop/home 

Other Important Dates: 

Our meeting this month will be held on October 10th at 7:30 in the gym (note the change in 

time and location- this meeting will follow the school’s Open House event). 

Our Fall Fest will be held on the evening of October 18th from 5:30- 8:00 in the gym.  $2 entry 

fee per child- free crafts and games.  Do some shopping with our vendors or buy a raffle ticket 

for a chance at some awesome prizes. Please email us if you’re interested in volunteering for 

this event! 

 

 

 

Everyone is welcome at meetings-We want to hear from you! 

 

 

 

Stacey, Kristy, Sarah, Nina, Chrissy and Deanna 

Bowers PTA  

BowersSchoolPTA@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Like us on Facebook to stay connected! 
 

 

mailto:BowersSchoolPTA@gmail.com


 


