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Principals’ Message  
 
What an incredible journey it has been for us and for 
your children!  As we enter the final month of school, 
we look back at how much they have grown as 
writers, mathematicians, scientists, and readers.  We 
reflect on all the learning that has taken place as they 
participated in readers, writers, and math workshops. 
Through your participation in school sponsored 
events like Family Fact Fluency night, Science 
Fair/Invention Convention and Family Literacy night, 
we have forged a strong home-school partnership 
that is the hallmark of our school.  

While school will officially end soon, learning never 
does.  As students enjoy their time with family and 
friends, encourage them to continually explore their 
passions by researching answers to their questions. 
Have them solve problems, read stories, write about 
their experiences, and engage in discussions with you 
about what they have learned.  

As always, on behalf of the staff at Bowers, we thank 
you for your unwavering support of our students and 
school.  We wish our fourth graders the very best as 
they begin their next educational adventure at their 
new schools. We also look forward to seeing all our 
Bulldogs when they return to us in September.  Have 
a great summer! 

      Sincerely, 
                   Mary Lou Ruggiero 
                         Max Echevarria 

 

Newsletters 
Thank you for reading about all the 
events happening in our school and 
across the district.  

Kindergarten Newsletter 1st Grade Newsletter 

2nd Grade Newsletter 3rd Grade Newsletter 

4th Grade Newsletter STEM Spotlight 

Governor’s Summer 
Reading Challenge 

Bowers Power-Writer 
Newsletter  

 

 

June Calendar of Events 
Remember to read this 

summer!  Need a few books? 
Check out page 6 of the Bugle 
to find out how you can get 

books from the media center.  
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Town 

Referendum 
Please vote! 
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→ K Field Trip 
to Wickham 

Park 
→ Crazy Hair or 

Hat Day  
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Last Day of 
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1:17 dismissal 
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Teacher 

Professional 
Development 

Day 

19 

 

                        20 

 

 

Join us 
around the 
flagpole, 
weather 

permitting, 
9:05 am on 
June 17th.     

 
 

Lunch Time Teachers Needed 
Lunch Time Teachers needed for the 2019-20 school 

year to monitor students during their lunch waves.  If 
interested, call the school office at 860-647-3313. Thanks!  

 

Class Assignments for 2019-20 school year 
Current students who are returning to Bowers will have 
their teacher and room assignment included on the report 
card which is distributed to students on the last day of 
school in an envelope addressed to the parent/guardian.  

 

Referendum Vote 
The Schools Renovations referendum vote will take place on 

Tuesday, June 4, 2019. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzt5fWc9aPVIQ2tlVkoyS1VHZGJBbzZiendtYzVpTjNQb053/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OUujgpn2m9fEE_cie7xpiBFSmBg2wIi--1HOzkx0Iek/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Vf2NamAy3bNXp-2Gb9ADxKNzSgFFH2RaamDxKZW7Rfw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y-gcavOjnt77jVTsdAI3kCdAGXx6EYw7swl2PoQaEM0/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jSFUlP6TKZe-8R3N4yjJZBeFTjoOHMZR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k6Hb2BoG9NUzdarr4KHDVgeUNa5pfVog/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzt5fWc9aPVIX045dGlDQUQ3ODBuVHhNb3RYN1gyOG13RHNB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzt5fWc9aPVIX045dGlDQUQ3ODBuVHhNb3RYN1gyOG13RHNB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzt5fWc9aPVIOWQ2ZzBXOTNlU0RQamVfNVp5R1N4aFNOYmE0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzt5fWc9aPVIOWQ2ZzBXOTNlU0RQamVfNVp5R1N4aFNOYmE0/view?usp=sharing


  

 

 

Unified Arts Update 

Physical Education: 
We had a successful Field Day. Special thank you to 
the PTA for providing Popsicles. 
Also, special thank you to  the Last 
Slice pizza on Broad Street in 
Manchester for donating pizza for 
the staff.  
 
As summer is rapidly approaching it is a great time for 
families to get outside, exercise, and enjoy the great 
weather.  Manchester is full of great places to go for a 
hike or a bike ride as a family.  The Rails to Trails is a 
great place to bike and Case Mountain has wonderful 
hiking trails.  
 
Make sure to check out the Manchester Parks and 
Recreation website for other local activities for 
students and adults. 
http://recreation.townofmanchester.org/ 
Have a great summer! 
Miss Suitor and Miss Palmisano 
 
Art: 
 
Hello Families! 
 
In support of the National Public Works Week, Ms. 
Holdt’s students participated in a community outreach 
program, in which students were invited to paint a 
snow plow blade representing our school. The goal of 
this program is to promote safety and awareness. 
Though winter is now a distant memory, look for the 
Bower Power plow on snow days this coming winter!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Music: 
I would like to congratulate ALL Bowers students for their 
fantastic performances in the end of May and thank 
families for coming to celebrate their music making! 
Special congratulations are in order for the members of the 
4th Grade Chorus, who practiced with extra rehearsals and 
worked together as a whole grade. I am so proud and 
appreciative of all of our students’ hard work! 
 
Now that the end of the school year is approaching, 
students are culminating their musical knowledge through 
activities like “Doggy Doggy, Where’s Your Bone?” and 
“Button You Must Wander” for K-1, and “Walk the Plank” 
and “Musical Four Corners” for 2-4. Kindergarten, 1st 
grade, and some 2nd grade students have also been 
experimenting strumming chords on the ukulele! 
 
Third grade students should have submitted their forms 
selecting their top two choices for an instrument to play 
next year. If not, please return it as soon as possible. 
 
Now that summer months are approaching, I encourage 
you to bring your family to a concert or outdoor 
performance at least once this summer. There are always 
many opportunities to hear live music in Manchester! I also 
highly suggest visiting the Music Garden in Charter Oak 
Park- it is fun for all ages.  ~Thanks, Ms. Peck  
 
 

An Important Notice from Our School Nurse 
 
On June 17th your child will be dismissed at 1:17 .  If he/she 
has any medication at school (inhalers, Epipens, etc) you must 
pick it up in the health office on or before that day.  If it is not 
picked up it will be discarded.  
 
In the fall, when your child returns to school, your health care 
provider will need to complete a new Medication Authorization 
form.  You must sign the bottom portion of this form.  If the 
form is not completed, I cannot by State Law give the child the 
medication.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation.  Have a safe and wonderful 
summer! 
 
Jean Galper RN 

 

 

http://recreation.townofmanchester.org/


 
                 Bowers Bulldog News 

 
On Friday, May 10th our second grade STEM classes were visited by the Lutz 
Children’s Museum.  During this visit, a furry chinchilla was brought to Bowers for 
students to learn about animal adaptations.  Questions asked included why some 
animals had fur while other did not, where students thought chinchillas lived and 
and what types of foods they ate to survive in the wild.  

 
On May 13, our school had the pleasure of hosting Angela 
Dominguez.  Her highly anticipated visit was a welcome treat for 
our students.  During the Bowers Book Bonanza, students had 
the opportunity to read several of her books including  Stella Diaz 
Has Something to Say  and  Let’s Go Hugo .  Students in each 
grade level,  introduced Ms. Dominguez and they even read one 
of her stories in Spanish and in English.  During her presentation, 

Ms. Dominguez read a part of  Galapagos Girl , one 
of the story she had illustrated, and explained some of the 
steps necessary to making and publishing a book. These 
steps included writing with an idea, brainstorming, 
researching, developing characters, and storyboarding. 
Ms. Dominguez also illustrated Hugo, one of our students’ 
favorite characters, and she even illustrated a character 
using our students’ ideas! 

 

What an amazing day field day was!  Ms. Suitor and Ms. Palmisano organized some exciting and fun activities 
throughout the day.  Our colorful and spirited classes rotated through eight stations that included terrific towers, 
cone hole, water relays, Jedi Knights, goofy relays, hula hoop hustle, and tug of war.   With families cheering them 
on, students demonstrated their excitement, athleticism and good sportsmanship.  Way to go, Bulldogs!! 

 

Gold Awards 

Congratulations to the Gold Award winners for the month of 
May! Great job demonstrating our school wide expectations 
including being engaged learners and being safe and 
respectful in both our words and actions! 

Golden Book Awards - Mrs. Estrella’s and Ms. Litrico’s 
classes 

Golden Volleyball Award - Mrs. Avery’s and Mrs. Tluck’s 
classes 

Golden Paintbrush - Mrs. Garre’s & Ms. Litrico’s classes 

Golden Recorder - Mrs. Estrella’s and Dr. Roy’s classes 

Golden Cylinder (K-2) - Ms. Litrico’s class 

Golden Cylinder (3-4) - Mrs. Garre’s class 
 

FRC Book Giveaway Winners for May : 

K- Aiden Gazdzicki         1st- Harper Michaud 

2nd- AJ Phipps              3rd- Jaleaha Sampson 

4th- Lauren Scott 



 
 

 

 
On May 30th, our students and their families were invited to attend our Family Literacy Night.  We began with a 
delicious pizza dinner followed by an opportunity to share ideas on how to strengthen students’ reading skills.  With 
guidance from Mrs. Tryon, Mrs. Tluck, Miss Ferguson, Ms. Sullivan, Miss Adams, and Mr. Deptula, everyone had an 
opportunity to try out some reading strategies. All families received two take-home books and a bookmark to help 
with interactive read alouds at home.  If you did not get a chance to attend, do not worry, your children will be getting 
copies of the books and bookmarks to take home soon.  So look for them and enjoy reading together this summer! 

 

 
 
Our fourth graders ended the month of May with a visit to our State Capitol.  There they were given a tour where 
they learned how state government works.  They had an opportunity to visit the State Senate chamber and to 
observe legislators as they debated a bill on the house floor.  Included in this tour was a trip to Bushnell Park where 
they visited the Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Arch. Here they learned about veterans who served during the Civil 
War.  Some even got a glimpse of Governor Ned Lamont! 

 

Family Resource Center Update 
The last Lunch Bunches for Kindergarten through 2nd grade were held in 
May. I truly enjoyed meeting all of the parents, grandparents, guardians, 
babysitters, and friends who were able to attend!  The kids loved having you 
all there and I loved seeing the smiles on their faces. Please consider 
signing up again next year! 
 
First Grade Family Night was held on May 20th. The theme was April 
Showers Bring May Flowers. There were many crafts for the kids to create. 

They painted suncatchers, made different umbrella and flower crafts, and had fun 
playing bingo. Thank you to all of the families who attended! 

 
LEGO Club wrapped up its six sessions on May 30th. A huge thank you once again 
to New River Church for donating the LEGO kits and volunteering their time! Charlie 
Broneill shows off his LEGO creation. 

 
The Bowers Ambassadors were presented with certificates of achievement at the 
Spring concert on May 30th. I am so proud of them for all of their contributions and 
accomplishments! Pictured is Ambassador Anila Pagan-Folston with her certificate. 



 
 

 
FYI 

Last Day of the  2018-2019  School year is on 
→ June 17th ←  

This day is an early release day. 

First Day of the  2019-2020  School year is  
→ September 3rd ←  

 
 

Dress Code on Warm Weather Days 
Please be sure that your children dress safely and appropriately for school. Footwear should be safe with laces tied. 
Backless sandals and high heels can be a safety hazard on stairs, in the hallways and on the playground and, 
therefore, should not be worn. In grades two- five, girls’ skirts and shorts should be mid -thigh (fingertip length) or 
longer. Girls’ tank tops should have straps at least one inch or wider. Bare midriffs are not acceptable. Students are 
asked to remove coats/jackets while they are in the school building. Students may not wear hats inside the building 
except on designated days. The school administration has the final decision on the appropriateness of dress for 
school. Students dressed inappropriately will be removed from class until a change of clothing can be 
brought to school. Thank you for your cooperation. 

 
 

SAFETY and SECURITY at BOWERS 
● All visitors must enter through the main entrance on Princeton.  
● When picking your child up in the office, please note that ID is required. 
● Visitors, including family members, will only be able to eat lunch with children during our Family Resource Center Lunch 

Bunch Programs. 
● When buzzed into the office or MELC program, please do not let others enter with you. Kindly let them know that our 

security procedures dictate that each person wishing to enter must ring the doorbell and given entry by either office staff 
or MELC staff. Thanks for your cooperation! 

 

 

Staff News 
● Mrs. Litwin,  our math coach, will be retiring at the conclusion of this academic year.  We thank her for the many years 

of dedicated service to the children of Bowers School and wish her the very best of health and happiness in her 
retirement years! 

● Mrs. Estrella,  one of our second grade teachers, will be joining Mrs. Garre, Ms. Sullivan, and Mrs. Garcia on the third 
grade team.  

● Miss Marisela Valencia,  will be joining our staff from Washington School for 2019-2020.  She will be joining Mrs. Avery, 
Mr. Deptula, and Mrs. Dixon on the fourth grade team. 

● Mrs. Sabatelli , will be looping with her kindergarten class and teach grade one next year. 
● Best wishes to  Ms. Holdt,  our districtwide learning center teacher, who will be moving to South Carolina. She will 

certainly be missed as will our occupational therapist,  Mrs. Vigue,  who will be moving to Texas this summer.  We wish 
both of them the very best as they embark on new adventures. 

● Finally, many thanks to  Mr. Gallagher , long-term substitute teacher for Mrs. Cocchiola, who will return to her grade two 
teaching position in the fall. 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.mpspride.org/cms/lib/CT50000127/Centricity/shared/calendars/2018_2019_School_Calendar.pdf
https://www.mpspride.org/cms/lib/CT50000127/Centricity/Domain/4/2019_2020_School_Calendar.pdf


 

 

 

Bowers School Media Center 
141 Princeton Street 

Manchester, CT  06042 
                                                    860-647-3341 

 

   Borrow a Bag of Books from the Bowers Media Center 
Summer 2019 Application - Please return by June 7th 

 
Student’s First & Last Name______________________________________  Grade: _______  
 
Parent Name:  ___________________________________ Phone: _________________________ 
 
Email Address: ________________________________      Teacher: ______________________  
 

Reading during the summer is so important! To make sure our students entering grades 1 through 4 in 
the fall have enough books to read, we are offering our students an opportunity to check out school library 
books over the summer.  (Students who have not returned all of their library books this year will not be eligible to 
check out books over the summer.) 
 

Students may choose up to 10 books. They can be recipe books, drawing books, history books, any 
book that they would like!  

 
The books are school property and must be returned on the first day of school, September 3, 2019.  (In 

the event you move out of district, the bag of books must be returned to the Bowers School Office or the 
public library.) 
 

  Because it is so many books and a big responsibility to keep track of them all summer, we are asking 
each student to fill out this form and return it by Friday, June 7 th  . Students will select their bag of books June 
10 th  or June 11 th .  
 

Students should bring a sturdy bag from home to hold their books. 
 

 
__________________________________________________________ 
Student Signature Date 
I will read this summer and return the bag of books on Sept. 3, 2019. 
 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
Parent Signature Date  
I will make sure my child reads this summer and returns the bag of books on Sept. 3, 2019. 
 
 
Questions? Call Ms. Colman, Bowers Media Specialist, at 860-647-3411 or email at b47ccolm@mpspride.org 

 


